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On average, 0.2% of the population lives with deafblindness
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Many more people (2.1% of the population) may experience
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Deafblindness becomes more common as people age
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Deafblindness is higher in women than men in most countries
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Persons with deafblindness are more likely to be poor in most
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Children with deafblindness are up to 23 times less likely to be in
school than children without disabilities, and less likely to be in
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Children with deafblindness who are not in school are less likely to have ever
been enrolled than children without disabilities
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Adults with deafblindness are less likely to have ever been to school than adults
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<BEER2>
World Federation of the Deafblind, WFDB

WFDB Constitution

Constitution of the World Federation of the Deafblind

Adopted by the Founding General Assembly,

in Auckland, New Zealand, 11-12 October 2001. Amended at the 4™ WFDB
General Assembly in Tagaytay, Philippines, 10-11 November 2013. Amended
at the 5" WFDB General Assembly in Benidorm, Spain, 20 June 2018.

Article 1: NAME, LEGAL FORM, REGISTERED ADDRESS AND DEFINITION
1.1 This association is called the World Federation of the Deafblind (WFDB).
It is a non-governmental, charitable and non-profit making worldwide organisation.

1.2 The association must have at least one legally registered address in a national
membership country.

1.3 The headquarters of the organisation will at any given time be located where the
Executive Council sees fit.

1.4 Deafblindness is a unique disability, caused by a combination of severe auditory
and visual impairments.

1.5 WFDB is the legitimate voice of the world’s population of persons with
deafblindness.

1.6 The official working language of WFDB is English.
Article 2: RELATIONSHIPS

WFDB shall develop and maintain official relations with the United Nations (UN) and
its specialised agencies and organisations. WFDB shall also cooperate with other
international organisations promoting the interests of persons with deafblindness and
international organisations representing people with disabilities.
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Article 3: AIMS AND FUNCTIONS

3.1 The aim of WFDB is to improve the quality of life of persons with deafblindness
worldwide, with the objective of achieving their equal rights and equal opportunities in
all areas of society, to be a worldwide forum for the exchange of knowledge and
experiences in the area of deafblindness, and to increase international solidarity
among organisations of persons with deafblindness.

3.2 Functions of WFDB:

a. to advocate social inclusion and equal participation in all areas of society

b. to ensure accessibility to all areas of society

c. to advocate improvements in the field of education, rehabilitation and
employment of persons with deafblindness

d. to combat discrimination of persons with deafblindness

e. to advocate guide interpreters and other services for all persons with

deafblindness

to raise awareness of deafblindness as a unique disability

to advocate and support the establishment of national deafblind organisations

to support national deafblind organisations

to publish relevant material for persons with deafblindness

Joua

Article 4: MEMBERSHIP

4.1 WFDB has two (2) forms of
membership:

a. National members
b. Special members

Applications for membership must be made to the Executive Council. In case of
rejection the applicant can request a decision by the General Assembly.

4.2 National members represent the deafblind population in their country.
Each country can only have one national member. Each National member elects one
National representative, who must be a person with deafblindness.

4.3 National members have the right to participate in all WFDB activities. At the
General Assembly, National representatives have the right to speak and the right to
vote.

4.4 Special Membership can be divided into four (4) categories of membership:

—133—



Individual membership
Honorary membership
Associate membership
Sponsoring membership

Special members have the right to participate in all WFDB activities, but do not have
the right to vote at the General Assembly.

4.5 Individual members are persons with deafblindness who are not representing the
deafblind population of the country they reside in. Individual members have the right
to speak at the General Assembly.

4.6 Honorary members are chosen by the Executive Council in recognition of their
contribution to, and support of, the interests of persons with deafblindness and their
organisations.

4.7 Associate membership of WFDB is open to individuals, national, regional and
global organisations and institutions who are in agreement with the aims of WFDB.

4.8 Sponsoring membership is open to all individuals, organisations and institutions
who want to support WFDB financially.

Article 5: GENERAL ASSEMBLY
5.1 The governance of WFDB consists of the following bodies:

The General Assembly
The Executive Council

5.2 The General Assembly is the supreme governing body of WFDB.

5.3 Meetings of the General Assembly are open and consist of deafblind
representatives representing the National Members.

Each representative has one vote. No proxy voting is allowed. Providing that
notification for the meetings of the General Assembly is in accordance with this
Constitution, the General Assembly is quorate regardless of the number of
representatives present.

5.4 The General Assembly shall meet at least every four (4) years. If this is not
possible, the General Assembly shall meet as soon as it is practically feasible, and
within six (6) years.
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5.5 Meetings of the General Assembly are announced in writing by the President at
least eighteen (18) months before the date of the meeting.

Applications and motions to be considered by the General Assembly must be received
by the Executive Council at least twelve (12) months before the date of the General
Assembly.

The agenda and all relevant documents related to the General Assembly are circulated
to all members by the Secretary General at least four (4) months before the date of
the meeting.

The date of the postmark is taken as the date of dispatch.

5.6 The General Assembly has the following particular responsibilities:

@ ™~ 0o a

K.

to determine policy

to discuss all recommendations presented by the Executive Council and make
the necessary decisions

to receive reports from the Executive Council represented by the President, all
regional representatives and all the committees and give or withhold approval
to set budget parameters strategically

to receive the Treasurer's report and give or withhold approval

to determine the membership fee

to elect the President, Vice President and three (3) members to the Executive
Council. Amongst these five (5) positions, a minimum of two (2) persons must
be elected from the Global South. The General Assembly should strive to
achieve gender balance in the Executive Council.

. to elect six (6) regional representatives, representing the following six regions:

a. Africa

Asia

Europe

Latin America

North America

The Pacific

to consider all proposals presented to it

to elect two members of the General Assembly to act as auditors who examine

"o oo o

and report on the management of WFDB finances
to elect an election committee comprised of one leader and two members
to consider resolutions to amend the Constitution

m. to make decisions concerning the dissolution of WFDB
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5.7 Voting is through consensus or through the raising of hands, unless a
representative requests a secret ballot. In this case a secret ballot is held.

5.8 All voting, with the exception of amendments to the Constitution and the
dissolution of WFDB, requires a majority of the votes cast.

5.9 Elections are carried out by secret ballot. In order to be elected, a person must
receive a

majority of more than 50% of all votes cast.
Article 6. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

6.1 The Executive Council is elected by the General Assembly. National members of
WFDB have the right to nominate candidates. All nominated candidates must be
persons with deafblindness who are members of a national or associated member
organisation.

6.2 The Executive Council consists of the Elected Officers:
President,

Vice President,

And three (3) members.

The Executive Council appoints the Treasurer and the Secretary General. These will
have right to speak and the right to submit proposals, but not the right to vote.

Elected members of the Executive Council may be appointed as Treasurer and
Secretary General. In the event of elected members being appointed to these

positions, they will have the right to vote as elected members of the Executive
Council.

When a new President is elected, the resigning President continues as Immediate Past
President. The Immediate Past President will act as an advisor and support the elected
President and the Executive Council as needed, including for representation.

The Immediate Past President does not have the right to vote in the Executive
Council.

6.3 Auditors and other advisors may be summoned to meetings of the Executive
Council as needed. They will be given observer status.

—136—



6.4 The term of office of the Executive Council begins at the end of the General
Assembly and ends at the end of the next General Assembly, when a new Executive
Council is elected.

If an elected member retires between elections, the Executive Council may appoint a
replacement, representing the same region, until the next election.

If one of the Elected Officers, except the President, retires, the Executive Council may
appoint a replacement until the next election.

6.5 The function of the Executive Council is to undertake the business of WFDB.
6.6 The Executive Council meets at least once a year, either face to face or via email.

6.7 The face to face meetings of the Executive Council shall be announced in writing
by the President at least three (3) months before the date of the meeting.

The agenda and all relevant documents are circulated to the members of the
Executive Council at least one (1) month before the date of the meeting. The date of
the postmark is taken as the date of dispatch.

6.8 The Executive Council has a quorum when at least four (4) elected members are
present.

6.9 The President has the final vote in case of a tie in the Executive Council.

Article 7: RESPONSIBILITIES OF ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICERS, AND
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

7.1 Elected officers are: The President, the Vice President, and three (3) members.
Elected Officers carry out their tasks under the supervision of the Executive Council.
7.2 The President is responsible for:

The coordination of the work in WFDB

Leading the General Assembly and Executive Council meetings

The representation of WFDB, but may delegate this responsibility to others
The Annual Reports of WFDB

a0 T o

7.3 The Vice President serves in case of absence of the President or if the President
retires before the end of the president’s term of office. The Vice President will
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participate in the decision-making process in the EC and take on tasks assigned by the
President.

7.4 The three (3) EC members will participate in the decision-making process in the
EC and take on tasks assigned by the President.

7.5 The Treasurer and Secretary General will be assigned responsibilities by the
Executive Council. In day to day operations they will collaborate with, and report to
the President.

7.6 Regional representatives will act as a reference group to the Executive Council.
Regional representatives are responsible for information to the Executive Council
about the work and activities in their respective regions.

Article 8: DISSOLUTION

8.1 Dissolution of WFDB happens if no meetings of the General Assembly have taken
place during a period of nine (9) consecutive years or after no meetings of the
Executive Council have taken place during a period of five (5) consecutive years.

8.2 A resolution containing the dissolution of WFDB must be circulated to all members
at least twelve (12) months before the General Assembly at which it is to be discussed.
For such a resolution to be carried, a two third majority of all votes cast is required.

8.3 In the event of dissolution, any funds or other assets owned by the WFDB shall be
transferred in accordance with the relevant law and dealt with in accordance with the
wishes expressed by the General Assembly.

Article 9: AMENDMENTS AND APPROVAL

9.1 Resolutions to amend the constitution must be received by the Executive Council
at least twelve (12) months before the date of the meeting of the General Assembly at
which they are to be discussed, and must be circulated to all members at least eight
(8) months before. For such a resolution to be carried, a two third majority of all votes
cast is required.

9.2 Other rules not mentioned in this constitution are described in the bylaws of
WFDB.

9.3 Bylaws of WFDB are prepared by the Executive Council and approved by the
General Assembly
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To approve bylaws, only a simple majority of all votes cast in the General Assembly is
required.

Constitution was approved by the 5" WFDB GA, 20 June 2018, Benidorm, Spain

Geir Jensen, Sonnia Margarita Villacres,
President Vice President
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@ Nordens
vélfdrdscenter

Nordic Definition of Deafblindness

Deafklindness is a combined vision and hearing impairment of such severity that
it is hard for the impaired senses to compensate for each other. Thus, deafblind-
ness is a distinct disability.

Main implications

To varying degrees, deafblindness limits activities and restricts full participation in society. It
affects social life, communication, access to information, orientation and the ability to move
around freely and safely.

To help compensate for the combined vision and hearing impairment, especially the tactile sense
becomes important.

Comments:

On the combined vision and hearing impairment
The severity of the combined vision and hearing impairment depends on:

the time of on-set, especially in relation to communication development and language ae
quisition

the degree and nature of the vision and hearing impairments

whether it is congenital or acquired

whether it is combined with other impairments

whether it is stable or progressive

On the distinct disability
The fact that it is hard for the impaired senses to compensate for each other means that:

Attempting to use one impaired sense to compensate for the other one is time consuming,
energy draining and most often fragmented.

A decrease in the function of vision and hearing increases the need for making use of other
sensory stimuli (i.e. tactile, kinaesthetic, haptic, smell and taste)
o It limits the access to distance information
o It creates a need to rely on information within the near surroundings.
o To create meaning, it becomes necessary to rely on memory and to draw con
clusions from fragmented information.
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On activities and participation

Deafblindness limits activities and restricts full participation in society. In order to enable the in-
dividual to use their potential capacity and resources, society is required to facilitate specialized
services:

The individual and their environment should be equally involved, but the responsibility for
granting access to activities lies on society. An accessible society should at least include:

o
0

O O © o

available competent communication partners

available specialized deafblind interpreting, including interpreting of speech,
environmental description and guiding

available information for everyone

human support to ease everyday |ife

adapted physical environment

accessible technology and technological aids

A person with deafblindness may be more disabled in one activity and less disabled in an-
other activity. Variation in functioning might be the consequence of both environmental and
personal factors

Specialized competence related to deafblindness, including an interdisciplinary approach, is
vital for proper service provision.
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Japanese Approach to Promote Social
Participation of Persons with Deafblindness

Tarzan
( Nobuyuki Takahashi )

' President of Japan Federation of the Deafblind
Mail: Dr.dbTarzan@gmail.com

Sex: Male

Job: Teacher, Matsuyama School for the Blind
Impairment: Deafblind

Educational Background: Doctor of Engineering

1.1 Number of Persons with Deafblindness by
Age, Population of Japan in 2012
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1.2 Increasing Ratio of Persons with

Deafblindness by Age
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1.3 Possible Causes of Deafblindness by Age
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1.4 Ratio of the Most Useful Communication
Means for Persons with Deafblindness

For the Output For the Input
Means Rate Means Rate
Voice 65.4% Voice 59.50%
Writing 9.0% Writing 9.40%
Sign Language 7.2% FPalm Writing 4.80%
Finger Character 0.9% Watch Sign Language 3.90%
Other 3.5% Tauch Sign Language 3.50%
MNothing 9.4% Braille 0.70%
Mo Response 4.6% Watch Finger Character 0.40%
Total 100.0% Tauch Finger Character 0.40%
Finger Braille 0.20%
Other 3.20%
Mothing 7.60%
Mo Response 6.30%
Total 100.00%

1.5 The Employment Status for Persons with
Deafblindness of 20 to 60 Years Old

* A. Fulltime Staff 9.9%
* B. Non-fulltime Staff 8.9%
e C. Self Employed 6.3%
* D. Unemployed 74.8%
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1.6 Frequency of Talking with Other Persons
by Degree of Impairment

-
peet e Tow Ton Tov Tr T T o T | 2o
Blind and Deaf | 362% | 54% | 92% | 105% | 16% | 44% | 100% | 1208 | 35% | 1000
Blind E'[‘:SSHE“”E GEEN | B1% | 105 | 01 | aaw | s | sow | 2aw | o5 | 1000w
LDW"S:;” ad | apgw | 7w | 150w | 13w | o7 | eow | 120 | saw | 2% | 1ooos
Low-Vizion and | cope | gy | 1ie% | 0w | 2 | 2ow | aex | omw | 22w | 1000k
Hearine Losz
Mo Response | 414% | 66% | 119% | 123% | 5% | 57% | 74% | 5% | 5% | 10008
Total G0d% | 3% | 115% | 103% | 26w | a7 | esw | sew | 28 | 1000k
1.7.a Frequency of Going Out by Degree of
Impairment
-
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Low-Vizion and |y e | josy | 170w | 237 | 70w | teew | 7aw | osy | 2w | 000w
Hearing Loss
Mo Response | 115% | 1158 | 176% | 200 | 5% | os | asw | 7% | 101w | 000w
Total 120% | 1058 | 164% | 204% | 64w | 145w | 1055 | sew | 2@ | 1000%
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1.7.b Ratio of Persons with Deafblindness with
Low Frequency of Going Out by Age
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2.1 Local Community of Deafblindness

-

\_

Persons
with
Deafblind-
ness

~

Supporters

J

The first local community of deafblindness was formed in

Tokyo in 1991.

Now, all 47 prefectures have communities of deafblindness.
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2.2 The Activity Image of JFDB, JDBA, Local
Communities of Deafblindness

JFDB ( The Japan Federation of the Deafblind )

community of Community o ity
Deafblindness Deai‘blind,,eSs Deaﬁb\‘\ndnes

‘ Social Welfare Corporation The Japan Deafblind Association \

2.3 Training and Dispatch System of Interpreter-
Guides

Residents Training Interpreter-
42 hours Guides

(" Social Participation

Pesons with Interpreter
DeafBlindness Guides

cost
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2.4 Requests for Medical Institutions

» Early Detection and Early Treatment of
Diseases Causing Deafblindness

o Sufficient Information about the Diseases

* Enough Consulting Time according to
Communication Means

* etc

2.5 Requests for Educational Institutions

Early Education

Development of Educational Method for
Deafblind Children

Placement of Teachers with Skills

etc
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2.6 Requests for Social Welfare Institutions

* Services for the deaf are almost for the visible
people.

* Services for the blind are almost for the
hearing people.

* So, persons with deafblindness could not use
these servises.

* We hope services not for the deaf, not for the
blind, but for the deafblind.

2.7 We need National Rehabilitation Center
for Persons with Deafblindness

* To solve issues on deafblindness, collaboration
of related institutions is more important.

* Roles of National Rehabilitation Center —

— A Conductor for Collaborate with Related
Institutions
— Training for Persons with Deafblindness —
* Communication Means
* Daily Living Motion
* Job
* etc

— etc
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