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Universal design and accessibility: Incorporate universal design in, and
ensure the full accessibility of, all of the physical environment, public

transportation, as well as the knowledge, information and communication
infrastructure, and services for the public.
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Enhance access to the physical environment, public transportation,

knowledge, information and communication: Ensure the full accessibility for



all of the physical environment, public transportation, as well as the
knowledge, information and communication infrastructure, and services for
the public, by incorporating universal design, facilitating the use of assistive
technologies, and providing reasonable accommodation. Strengthen access to
services and technologies for enabling communication by and with persons
who are deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing, as well as persons with other
types of disabilities, through the provision of sign language, tactile

communication, Braille and easy-to-understand materials, among others.
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6th November. 2013
10th HKWC Pre-conference, Tagaytay, the Philippines

Life As Deafblind
Ms. Miwa Muraoka

Nice to meet to, all. 'm Miwa Muraoka from Japan. I am a 40-year-old
woman. I'm married. I was born with hearing impairment and I got retinitis
pigmentosa when I was 28 years old. I am totally deaf and my visual field is
very narrow. I live a life with the help of close signing and tactile signing

interpretation. I work for Japan Deafblind Association.



I was taking oral training at a school for the deaf from 2 years old, and I was
integrated to a normal school at the 3rd grade of the elementary school. At
classes, I carefully watched the shape and movement of teacher’s lips and
tried to understand what the teacher said. I communicated with friends
using lip speaking and speech. When I couldn’t read their lips, I
communicated with them by writing characters on paper or on the palm.
After I graduated from university, I started to work for an electric company.
It was in my early twenties when I started to learn sign language. When 6
years passed after I had entered the company, I got visual impairment and
became deafblind. It was fortunate that I was learning sign language before I
became deafblind. My hobby is cooking, making sweets, walking and
travelling. And I'm fond of meeting new people very much.

Japan is a bit larger than the Philippines, but just like the Philippines, it
consists of a number of islands. Population is around 120 million. Large part
of the country is steep mountain zone, represented by Mt. Fuji, so population
1s concentrated in large cities such as Tokyo and Osaka. I also live in the
centre of Tokyo. I go to work alone every morning. It takes 1 hour, and it is a
torture to get in an extremely crowded train and stay there. I can never go
out without my white cane, a magnifying glass and light shielding glasses. It
is far from easy to walk down the crowded street in Tokyo just with the help
of the white cane. But sometimes, a kind person holds out the hand to help.
Braille blocks for visually-impaired people are often placed on the street, in
the station and buildings in Tokyo. Nowadays, many stations have
introduced platform screen doors. Barrier-free environment has been made
progressively as above, and a society which is easy to live for people with
disabilities and the elderly has been gradually realised.

Now back to the talk about myself. At JDBA, I'm responsible for organising
and managing the annual National Convention of the Deafblind in Japan,
and training and teaching people with deafblindness and their
guide-interpreters. This year, in August, the 22nd National Convention of the
Deafblind was held in Chiba, a prefecture next to Tokyo. 262 people with
deafblindness gathered from all over the country. The sum of the
participants was over 1200 people including guide-interpreters and

volunteers. It is really happy to see that the number of our friends has been



increasing. On the other hand, it is very difficult to raise money for the
convention and find a convention site which can accommodate all the

participants. I work hard for such tasks every year.

From now on, it’s the main topic of my story. As you know, people who have
both visual and hearing impairment are called “deafblind” people. In Japan,
deafblindness is not legally identified as an individual disability. If you have
a “physical disability certificate,” and both of the visual and hearing
impairment are written down on that, you are regarded as a deafblind
person. But in Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, CRPD,

the word “deafblind” is specified and identified as a unique disability.

After I became deafblind, I came to know the hardness of it in daily life. I
cannot hear the beep sound of the washing machine and fridge and the ring
of the phone. I have difficulty in reading newspapers, documents and
important administrative notifications. As checking the best-before date is
also difficult, many times I have eaten food without knowing that it was
outdated. Going to the hospital and administrative office, reading books, and
travelling, which was my hobby...now I can no longer do these things
without other people’s help. When feeling like an ice cream, I used to be free
to go to supermarket alone. It was fun to choose which to buy in front of a
large variety of ice creams. Since I got visual impairment, I feel irritated
with inability to go out freely. Sometimes I feel annoyed and painful when I
encounter a long queue, and I cannot understand what it is for. How sad and
irritating it is that I have to give up many things that I used to do so easily!
A number of deafblind people are just staying home and excluded from
society. Actually, I used to be one of them. When my acquaintance let me
know the existence of the deafblind people’s organisation, I strongly kept
refusing to have contact with that. I had experienced significant conflict until
I accepted my new disability, “deablindness” instead of deaf. Without a
chance or a strong encouragement from others, it is extremely difficult to

decide to enter the world of people with deafblindness.
Now I have guide-interpreters who understand me, stay with me and help

me to go out and communicate with others. It enables me to live a life in

peace. I felt relieved and impressed to know that now I am free to get into



society. Guide-interpreters are very important for people with deafblindness
like us. They take a role of our eyes and years and help us to be associated
with society. It is a pleasure for us to have access to information just like
others do, think by ourselves, decide by ourselves and express our own ideas.
It is our happiness to eat freely anything we like. My world has become much
broader through meeting many people and enjoying chat with them. It
enabled me to regain my former self, which I used to be before I became
deafblind. Not only grief and inconvenience, but there are also the pleasure

and chances of encounter which are given only to people with deafblindness.

I want to live as a deafblind person who can share pleasure with others,
cooperate with others and take part in society. I believe it is the way of life
given to me. I want to go this way and fulfil my mission with a feeling of
gratitude. I'm eager to work for the improvement of the life of deaflind people
all over the world and advancement of social environment. To work on this
task, I sincerely hope to walk with deafblind people in the Philippines and all
around the world. I will keep making an active appeal on this task, and

giving as much support as we can. Thank you for your attention.
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Session: Technology - Towards Break-through of Information
Communication and Technology (ICT)

Shin-ichiro Kadokawa

MY FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE
“Fulfilling communication produces pleasant atmosphere, and accessible

technology shines on us.”



1 THREE DIFFICULTIES
Persons with deafblindness face the difficulties below due to their hearing

and vision impairments.

©Communication
©0Orientation & Mobility and Travel
©Access to information and Freedom of expression and speech

2 HOW TO SOLVE THOSE DIFFICULTIES

©Communication: being established using by other than hearing and vision
etc

(EG: tactile, sensory communication)

©Orientation & Mobility (Travelling): being supported by human assistance,
guide dog etc

© Access to information and Freedom of expression and speech: being

ensured by interpreter and technology

2 HOW TO SOLVE THOSE DIFFICULTIES
These difficulties should be solved for persons with deafblindness to be

included in a society as a full member.

3 ACCESS TO INFORMSTION AND FREEDON OF EXPRESSION AND
SPEECH
Dramatic advance of technology

l
Development of Teletype & E-mail and Internet using PC in 1990’s

l

Tremendous improvement of access to information and opportunity of

self-assertion

4 TRANSITION OF TECHNOLOGY
‘Access to information’ and ‘Freedom of expression and speech’ are the most

essential needs of persons with deafblindness.

4 TRANSITION OF TECHNOLOGY



Personal computers were introduced in 1990’s and some persons with

deafblindness tried to use them to access information.

Screen readers were developed to interpret and displayed text information

through speech and Braille outputs.

4 TRANSITION OF TECHNOLOGY
Some advanced technology devices which persons with deafblindness can use

have been developed.

4 TRANSITION OF TECHNOLOGY
Example 1: Braille Sense, Braille Note, Braille TTY

Personal Digital Assistance

Example 2: Windows screen readers and Braille displays to access personal
computers enable word processing and Internet etc.

4 TRANSITION OF TECHNOLOGY
Example 3: 1iPhone/iPad and Braille display

Variety of useful functions: SIRI, bill recognition, Internet surfing etc

5 LIMIT & CHALLENGE OF TECHNOLOGY
Challenge 1: Economic burden
Of purchasing PC and additional soft-wear (screen reader) and hard-wear

(Braille display)

Screen reader: to interpret what is being displayed on the screen

Braille display: to display what is processed through screen reader in Braille

5 LIMIT & CHALLENGE OF TECHNOLOGY
Popular screen reader: JAWS
Popular Braille display: variety of displays are developed

5 LIMIT & CHALLENGE OF TECHNOLOGY

Challenge 2: Short of instructors with specific skills and expertise



Compared to sighted persons, persons with deafblindness are not able to use
visualized manual books with illustrations and photos.

Very few PC courses specialized for deafblindness.

6 TOWARDS TO BREAK-THROUGH OF ICT
1 Global standard of speech, Braille and enlarged interface like i10S
(iPhone/iPad).

Universalization of free software development of speech and Braille output
like NVDA for Windows.

6 TOWARDS TO BREAK-THROUGH OF ICT
2 Reasonable cost for smartphone, tablet, PC and information devices
(including Braille display).

Financial aid of purchasing them.

“Fulfilling communication produces pleasant atmosphere, and accessible

technology shines on us.”

As a plant grows with its photosynthesis, persons with deafblindness can
enjoy their lives with atmosphere (fulfilling communication) and light

(accessible technology).
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The latest situation on accessibility and inclusion
for people with deafblindness in Japan

Satoshi Fukushima

Good to see you, everyone. I'm Satoshi Fukushima from Japan. Today I'm

going to report on the recent situation in Japan on policies and institutions



associated with people with disabilities and deafblindness, and also talk

about the life of people with deafblindness.

Japan has kept working on developing legal systems associated with welfare
for people with disabilities, and we can see progress to a certain extent.
Firstly, I'll talk about the ratification of CRPD, Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities. Japan signed the convention in 2007, but has not
yet ratified it. Efforts towards ratification have been made, though, and it is
scheduled to be discussed in the current session of the Diet. Ratification of
CRPD is important, of course, but more important is enforcement of CRPD.
In Japan, it was regarded that the development of legal systems should be
done prior to ratification of the convention, and policies related to people
with disabilities had been made and improved based on this idea. Then,
Japan’s slow process of ratification does not necessarily mean that Japan is

slow in realising welfare for people with disabilities.

With regard to the development of domestic laws, there have been various
movements over the last few years. The latest one is the enactment of
“Elimination of Discrimination against People with Disabilities Act,” enacted
in June 2013. It gained approval based on discussions of a committee placed
under the Cabined Office, which consists of a variety of members including
representatives of disabled people’s organisations, people with disabilities
and their families. The objective of this law is realising a “convivial society”
through setting up measures to eliminate discrimination for the reason of
disabilities at all administrative agencies, local governments and private
institutions. This law is to be enforced in 2016. By the time of enforcement,
the government is going to set its basic principle, present the guideline on
what is meant by terms such as “unjust discriminative treatment” and “not
offering reasonable accommodation,” and try letting all people in society
know and understand this law. Therefore, this law is rather just a form at
this moment. The vital task from now is how much we can develop its

effectiveness.
Next, I'll report on the present situation of people with deafblindness in our

country. In Japan, a variety of measures have been taken to promote

independence and social participation of people with deafblindness. The



most outstanding achievement is the service of training and dispatching of
guide-interpreters for deafblind people. Finally in 2009, this service became
implemented by all 47 prefectural governments in Japan. Establishment of
deafblind people’s organisation has also been realised in a lot of communities,
and 45 prefectural governments have the one at this moment. Not only do
these organisations play a vital part in providing deafblind people with
chances of communication with others and social activities, but in many
cases, the organisations also manage the service of training and dispatching

of guide-interpreters.

However, we still have challenges to be worked on. The biggest one is
regional gap. Regarding the guide-interpreter dispatching service, for
instance, the maximum time allowed to use this service differs a lot
depending on communities. In Tokyo, each deafblind person can use the
service for 60 hours per month. In Osaka, 90 hours per month is allowed. But
in a certain prefecture, each person can use it only 8 hours per month. There
1s also a large gap between each deafblind people’s organisation itself with
regard to its ability, functionality and contents and scale of activities. In
addition, support for work and employment of people with deafblindness is

not sufficient. We need to keep working on it.

What 1s more, we have a desire to establish an institution which
accommodates deafblind people and provides them with training for daily
living and vocational training. To achieve the goal, we have been
implementing an experimental training programme in areas around Tokyo
for the past several years. We used a national rehabilitation centre for people
with disabilities in 2010 and 2011, and started to use a rental apartment in
2012. This program is still ongoing in this year, 2013. Although this project
has been producing a positive result, there still remain various problems to

overcome to fulfil the establishment of the institution. We must keep trying.

In addition to being engaged in these domestic activities, I'm serving as the
Asian representative of WFDb. Through visiting countries in Asia and doing
various activities, we have been trying to build a relationship with deafblind
people in this region and help the establishment of deafblind people’s

organisation there. When we visited Korea in March 2007 and Nepal in



March 2009, we met a lot of people including local deafblind people and had a
seminar event in cooperation with them. The event was really successful in
both countries and was reported thoroughly by local media. Moreover, it was
our pleasure that these events could contribute to promote activity to
establish a deafblind people’s association there. We also visited Hong Kong
in January 2011. And in October 2013, just prior to this conference, members
including Ms. Akiko Fukuda and Ms. Miwa Muraoka, who are also here now,
visited the Republic of Uzbekistan, a country in central Asia and led the field

survey on the life of people with deafblindness there.

Although we are making effort like this, it is extremely difficult to establish
a firm organisation of deafblind people in many Asian countries. In fact,
there are even countries where the existence of people with deafblindness is
hardly noticed. Under these circumstances, it is very difficult to build an
inter-regional network of people with deafblindness in Asia. I think such a
situation is also caused by the diversity in language, ethnicity and culture in
this region, which brings various complicated issues. However, there is very
good news here in Asia. In the Philippines, which has kindly took Japan’s
place to host this conference, “Deafblind Support Philippines,” an
organisation which consists of people with deafblindness, their families and
supporters has been established. Their power is very precious for the
empowerment of people with deafblindness in this region. I feel really happy
and encouraged as the same Asian country. Now we sincerely hope that we
can keep working in cooperation with friends in Asia, including friends in the

Philippines and friends from other countries who are here now.

I'll deliver another good news from Japan, associated with deafblind people.
As I mentioned, our country has took a step forward ratification of CRPD.
Until recently, the government of Japan had been preparing just a “tentative
translation” of the convention. But under this movement toward ratification,
it has proposed an official translation recently. As you know, in article 24,
there 1s the description “children, who are blind, deaf or deafblind.” In the
tentative translation, it was translated as “people who have visual
impairment, hearing impairment or both.” As a result of JDBA’s persistent
work, we succeeded in letting the government use the word “deafblind,”

which describes deafblindness in one word in the new translation. I regard



this as a step to let society know and understand the presence and needs of

people with deafblindness.

Now I reported the present situation in Japan associated with people with
disabilities and deafblindness in brief. Thank you very much for your kind

attention.
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To be young and live with deafblindness in Sweden and Japan
Part of Ms. Miyuki Ara

Nice to meet you, all. I'm Miyuki Ara from Japan. I am just 2 years old
since I was born again as a deafblind person from a person with no
disability. It is such an honour for me to have a chance to talk about

myself here today. I appreciate this opportunity very much.

Firstly, I'll talk about the process in which I became deafblind. I had been
living a life as a non-disabled person for 22 years until I suddenly lost
both sight and hearing and became totally deafblind. That’s why I said

that I am just 2 years old as a deafblind person.

Deafblind people are sometimes categorised into “vision-loss based,”
“hearing-loss based” and so on, depending on the order of occurrence of
impairments. According to this classification, maybe I can be “non-disability
based” deafblind person. I lost sight and hearing almost at the same time,
and I had no knowledge on Braille and sign language at that time. It was
caused by an intractable disease named “neurofibromatosis type 2.” After I
got disease I was deprived of hearing gradually and following that, I also lost

sight as short as in three months.

Bright sunshine through the window and a joyful chat of birds, which I could
see and hear every morning when I woke up, had disappeared in an instant.
I was condemned to a life in a world of darkness and silence. I felt as if I had
been left in a cave, totally alone, without the slightest hint of other people’s

presence.
Moreover, this disease is progressive. I have numbness in the right hand and
the right leg due to this disease, so I'm using a wheelchair. The fact that I

will be physically destroyed as long as I live is really frightening.

When a year passed since I had became deafblind, finally I got a



communication way named “Finger Braille.” This method, developed by
Satoshi’s mother, is based on the Braille system. It enables us to
communicate with others by using the sense of fingertips, and this is unique
to deafblind people. Thanks to this Finger Braille, I could regain a language

to communicate and connect with others.

I returned to the university and now keep studying there with the help of
people around, including guide-interpreters. I major in French literature.
Recently I have been working hard to become able to read Finger Braille
even if it includes French Braille. And I'm also writing a graduation thesis
now. Although I'm not so used to Braille yet, I need to read a lot of literature
in Braille. Writing my thesis is an overwhelming work for me because it’s
difficult to grasp the whole contents of reference books with my limited skill
of reading Braille. Therefore, I need much more time than other people do. It
1s very tough work for me. However, overcoming all these difficulties and

graduating university is my goal for this year.

Acquisition of Braille and Finger Braille widened my world a lot. However,
what is conveyed by Finger Braille is limited to text information or written
words. Most people communicate with others and show their feelings by
facial expression, voice tone and physical language. Even though I use
Finger Braille, I still cannot see or hear. When I communicate with a lot of
people at the university, I often feel difficulty in catching their true feeling
behind words, catching up with conversations going around and
understanding what is going on at the moment. Then I often feel loneliness

even when I stay with my friends.

It is a great sorrow that I can no longer do what I used to do as a matter of
course. This sorrow will stay with me as long as I live. It is like a sharp blade
stuck deep in my heart. If I never give up, however, I know that there is
always someone who understands me, be with me and reaches out a hand. Of
course there are so many difficulties caused by deafblindness, but still I can
find more blossom buds of happiness around me. I will live my life feeling
such small but precious happiness. Moreover, I'll play my part given by God

through becoming deafblind at a young age.



Now I talked about my own experience. Thank you very much for your kind
attention.
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Disaster and people with deafblindness- experiences from Japan
Akiko Fukda

Hello, everyone. My name is Akiko Fukuda. I'm from Japan. First of all, I
have to apologize one thing. I've experienced the varieties of disasters and it
seems like I called the typhoon this time! Okay, let me start my session. It’s
about disaster and persons with deafblindness.

I am totally deafblind. I cannot hear my voice at all and I cannot see at all.
And I'm also in a wheelchair with a ventilator. I was born low-vision because
of congenital retinopathy and I lost my vision completely later in my life. And
when I was seventeen, now I'm thirty-six, but when I was seventeen years
old, I was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. It affected my brain stem, that’s

why I cannot breathe on my own. Now I live independently in Tokyo by



myself with a variety of social support system. I would say, I'm cross-disabled
myself enough. Okay. This is my brief introduction about myself. I want to do

a short simulation.
(all the lights were turned off in the room, and backed off in ten seconds)

Please turn on the light. All the lights, please. How did you feel? It was
dark? Or you didn’t notice anything, like me? This is the kind of things
happened two years ago when the earthquake happened in Japan. For those
who see sign, maybe you could not see the sign. When the earthquake
happened, there was a huge noise, and you cannot even hear the sound
pretty clearly enough. For those who use tactile sign language like me...I
could not receive any information because it was shaking.

I want to tell you what happened in March 11, 2011. It was 2:46 pm. A
huge earthquake hit northeast Japan. It triggered a great tsunami, and
more than 20,000 people were killed. Many people are still missing even
after two years. Towns and cities along the coastline were destroyed
including one of the nuclear power plants located only 230 kilometers away
from metropolitan Tokyo. The power plant’s name is called Fukushima, not
Fukushima Satoshi, but we have been still in the fear of radiation although
it was announced ‘under control.” Satoshi Fukushima may have the positive
impact on us, but this Fukushima, nuclear power plant has negative impact.
Anyway, here, on behalf of the delegates and our friends from Japan, I'd like
to show our gratitude for your work and support in spite the fact that we had
to postpone the world conference.

When the earthquake happened, I was in the elevator near my house in
Tokyo., When the earthquake happened, I thought I was dizzy or the
elevator was broken. It was just shaking. To be fortunate enough, I could
get out of the elevator and I found the land was bouncing ups and downs, left
to right, and shaking in every direction. It was so terrifying.

Transportations like trains and buses, telephone lines and even electricity
were shut down. With the help of the co-worker and the physical care worker
who were coincidently with me, I was piggy-bagged and installed in my room
on the fifth floor in my apartment, because I had to give up my heavy
wheelchair on the first floor. The elevator was broken, out of order because

of the power cut, because of the power breakdown.



In the most affected area in the northeast part of Japan, houses were
washed away thoroughly and all destroyed so badly that they had to
evacuate into the emergency shelters with limited supplies and no privacy.
And they had to stay there for a pretty long time. The emergency shelters are
the typical elementary or junior high or high school auditorium. So the floor
1s hard. Such places were not good enough to sleep on for a long time. Some
people with disabilities developed the pressure sores because of lying on the
hard, hardwood floor for a long time. They also had a bathroom problem.

In regard of the persons with deafblindness, information is a big barrier for
us. And, at that time, the area was so cold. It was shivering cold. It was
even, even with snow. Japan Deafblind Association did not have a good
number on the death poll on people with deafblindness, but it is estimated
that the number of victims with disabilities in general was more than double
compared with that of people without disabilities. But this is only about the
number of people with disabilities. Family members who care people with
disabilities, all the institution workers who care people with disabilities, and
social workers who work with the people with disabilities, all those people
who are around people with disabilities are not counted. They were affected
so badly, too.

Now, I would like to go on to the topic that ‘What can we do to strengthen
our resilience against such disasters? The first and most priority is your life,
but not just a life. We have to live a life to its fullest. Are you living your life
to its fullest? Me? Yes, I think I am. For me, it means...having something to
do every day, interacting with others, being needed by someone, care others
and being cared, feel my existence in this universe, spending a bit of joyful
moment to dream for another wonderful day is coming. If your life is
miserable, full of sorrow, despair, no dream, no hope...then you may think
‘T'm not worth enough to survive in any situation.” You know what, dream
you dream at night, it’s just a dream. Dream when you sleep is just a dream.
But dream when you are awake, is a hope, HOPE. Therefore, I want to insist
that having a joyful life is the most crucial element in preparedness for
disaster. Never give up making your life joyful. Any given day, a disaster or
unexpected thing can happen. Ten years ago, I had never imagined that I
would have lost sight and hearing completely. But I did. But I should tell you
that my life is full of joy, you know, joyful, joyful, all my glory joyful, yes,

joyfulness is the key in my opinion. For me, every single day is unexpected.



You know what, yes, my disease will progress. And never know what is going
to happen next, right?

Okay, let’s go back onto the track. Things we should consider in case of
disaster as Deafblind. We, Deafblind, can survive only in connection with
other people. It may be true for everyone whether or not if you have a
disability or not, but it is especially true for us. Make sure we need to have
someone to support us to get information, communication, and secure
mobility including evacuation. But it is also true that we are not with
specially-trained skilled interpreter-guides around the crock. Then, what
can we do? Use the community resources. There are some tips you can do.

1. Bring the schedule book. Any notebook is fine. But with a calendar, that
will be great. For us, persons with deafblindness, it is hard to grasp the
situation, what’s happening around us. It is hard to tell us on your own.
So, when something unexpected happened, we can ask people who
accompany, or people who are coincidently with us at the time, to write
down where we are, who we are with, and what will be provided, where
the next place to go is, where we can get shower, or where we can get
water. Ask them to write down. That helps the communication much
smoother, because we will not be with the same supporter all the time.
That notebook will help to provide the right information to the next
supporter who will be with you. And carry something that tells others
that you are deafblind, possibly with a brief explanation with your
communication methods. I have a little card-like batch on my bag. It
says ‘Deafblind’ in Japanese. It says “I cannot hear at all. I cannot see
at all. When you call me, pat me on my shoulder.” On the other side, my
communication methods are written down — ‘write it down on my palm,
print on palm,’ or ‘tactile sign language, touch sign.’

2. Locate useful resources, formal or informal, in your community. In
Japan, there is a system called CERT, which stands for a Community
Emergency Response Team. Register yourself. Certs are other ordinary
people in your neighborhood who help first responders in the event of
emergency or disaster.

3. Get involved in the emergency management planning in your
jurisdiction. Otherwise, most likely, almost certain, our needs will not
be considered and we are left out from the emergency plan. In that way,

we can be an asset for an emergency management providing our



knowledge as Deafblind. We are not the people only seen as ones in

need. Each of you is an asset in your community.
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Regional Report at 4th WFDb GA, Tagaytay, the Philippines

WPFDb Regional Report Asia
Satoshi Fukushima

I'm Satoshi Fukushima, serving as the Asian representative of WFDb. I'll

report our activities in Asian region for the past few years.

We have been working mainly based on “International cooperation
promoting project” managed by JDBA, Japan Deafblind Association. We
have dispatched delegation to several Asian countries to build a relationship
with deafblind people in this region and help the establishment of deafblind
people’s organization there. When we visited Korea in March 2007 and Nepal
in March 2009, we had communication with a lot of people including local
deafblind people and their families, leaders of organizations of people with
other disabilities, people associated with education and welfare, and national
and local administrators. In both countries, we had a big seminar event and
invited these people. I believe that these activities could contribute to
promote a movement to establish a deafblind people’s association in these

countries.



At the 9th Helen Keller World Conference in Uganda in 2009, Japan was
elected as the host country of the next world conference. After that, we
carried out further research activities overseas so as to work on
improvement of welfare for deafblind people in Asia. We dispatched a
delegation to Hong Kong in January 2011 and visited “The Hong Kong
Society for the Blind,” which offers a training program to people with
deafblindness. We also visited a school for deaf children which provides
deafblind children with early intervention program. We observed how the
education for deafblind children was carried out there and exchanged ideas
with local staffs.

As you all know, we had to cancel hosting the conference because of the huge
earthquake and accidents at the nuclear power plant in 2011. I really
appreciate fellows in the Philippines, who decided to take over the role of
Japan and host the conference. Thank you very much. Then in November
2011, to express our willingness that we will make the best effort to support
the Philippines as the same Asian country, we made a staff of JDBA to
accompany Lex, who had served as the president of WFDb until his last

moment, to help the field investigation in the Philippines.

And we are eager to keep communicating and exchanging information and
experiences closely with the members of “Deafblind Support Philippine,”
established prior to the conference. With this hope, we let a delegation from
Japan including a deafblind man accompany Mr. Christer Nilsson to the
Philippines in November last year. At the meeting with members of
Deafblind Support Philippines and NCDA, National Council of Disability
Affairs, a Japanese deafblind man Mr. Takahashi was given a chance to
report the present situation of welfare for people with deafblindness and
their life in Japan. We also visited Philippine School for the Deaf, which has
programs for deafblind children. Moreover, we talked and exchanged idea
and information with Mr. Edgardo Garcia, who is the president of Deafblind
Support Philippines. We promised to keep our contact and work jointly for

the improvement of welfare for people with deafblindness in Asian region.



Besides, lately we got news from Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) about a deafblind lady who lives in Kyrgyz Republic, a central-Asian
country. We gave advice on how to set up and activate a civil group to
support her, as well as sending her a Braille display with the budget I
prepared. And in October 2013, just prior to this conference, a delegation
including Ms. Fukuda and Ms. Muraoka, who also attend here now, visited
the Republic of Uzbekistan and led a field survey on the life of people with
deafblindness there as a project of JICA. I just sent a video message to them,
and the delegation made effort to let people there know and understand the
presence and needs of people with deafblindness through communicating
local deafblind people and organising seminars and a training course for
guide-interpreters. I hope this activity will become a step to promote the

empowerment of people with deafblindness in the country.

By the way, 2012 was the last year of 2nd term of the “Asian and Pacific
Decade of Disabled Persons.” Then 2013 to 2022 is set as the 3rd decade. In
order to draw up the “Incheon Strategy,” an implementation plan of this new
decade, inter-governmental meetings were organised several times by UN
ESCAP, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific. Other than governments in Asian and Pacific region, disabled
people’s organisations were also invited to these meetings and so was I as the
Asian representative of WFDb. Unfortunately I could not attend the
meetings, and Mr. Shin-ichiro Kadokawa, who is also here now, attended the
meetings on behalf of me once in Incheon, Korea and twice in Bangkok,
Thailand during in 2011 and 2012. He made statements a lot at these
meetings and once had a chance to make a remark at the opening ceremony.
To participants including delegations of governments and UN staffs, he
appealed for understanding on the people with deafblindness and the
necessity of support. Moreover, regarding Incheon Strategy, the word
“student with deafblindness” was added in a sentence which refers to
provision of assistive devices, adapted curricula and appropriate learning

materials as a result of his approach.
Lastly, it was very good news that “Deafblind Support Philippines,” an

organisation which consists of people with deafblindness, their families and

supporters, has been established in the Philippines. I feel really happy and



also very encouraged as a member of the deafblind community in the same
Asian country. Now we sincerely hope that we can keep working in

cooperation with friends in Asia, including friends in the Philippines and

friends from other countries who are here now.
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The Way Forward “Asia-Pacific Regional Consultation on a Disability-

Inclusive Development Agenda towards 2015 and Beyond”

15-16 May 2013
Conference Room 4, United Nations Conference Centre (UNCC), Bangkok

Provisional Programme

Wednesday, 15 May 2013

08:00-09.00 hrs. Registration
09:00-09:20 hrs. 1. Opening session
Statements by:

e H.E. Mr. Santi Promphat, Minister, Ministry of Social

Development and Human Security, Royal Thai



09:20-09:25 hrs.

09:25-09:40 hrs.

09:40-09:50 hrs.

09:50-10:15 hrs.

10:15-10:30 hrs.

10:30-12:15 hrs.

Government (TBC)

e Mr. Shun-ichi Murata, Deputy Executive Secretary,
ESCAP

e H.E. Mr. James Wise, Ambassador, Australian

Embassy, Bangkok

¢ Representative of the World Bank

2. Adoption of the agenda

3. Review of the global preparatory process towards

disability-inclusive post 2015 sustainable development

agenda
Presentation by H.E. Mr. Libran N. Cabactulan, Permanent

Representative of the Philippines to the United Nations in
New York, and Co-Facilitator of the General Assembly
High-level Meeting on Disability and Development

4. Asian and Pacific High-level Intergovernmental Meeting
Outcomes

Presentation by Ms. Nanda Krairiksh, Director, Social
Development Division, ESCAP

5. Introduction of preliminary highlights of the draft Outcome
Document of the Asia-Pacific Regional Consultation

Presentation by the Representative of the Royal Thai

Government

Group photo and refreshment break

6. Panel Discussions

Panel 1: Good practices and challenges in disability-inclusive
development and the CRPD implementation (covering the

guiding questions no. 1, 2 and 3).



12:15-13:30 hrs.

13:30 -15:15 hrs.

Co-facilitators: Thailand and ESCAP

Panelists:

Mr. Monthian Buntan, Senator of Thailand and
Member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities

Mr. Hyun-shik Kim, Member of the Committee on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Ms. Megan McCoy, Regional Specialist, Disability
Inclusive Development (Asia), AusAID

Q1 - What are the major obstacles encountered and
challenges faced in relation to implementing policies
and programs for the realization of the Millennium
Development Goals and other internationally agreed

development goals for persons with disabilities?

Q2 - Based on your experience, what approaches or
actions have proven successful in promoting the

inclusion of disability in development?

Q3 - What specific steps or actions should be taken to
promote the goals and objectives of the CRPD to

promote inclusive society and development?

Discussion

Lunch hosted by the Royal Thai Government
(Venue: Reception Hall, UNCC)

Panel 2: What steps to be taken in promoting equal

opportunities,

accessibility, disability statistics and capacity building of

stakeholders? (covering the guiding questions no. 4, 5 and 6)

Co-facilitators: World Bank and ESCAP




Panelists:

e Representative from a Pacific government (TBC)

e Representative from the National Office for
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Ministry
of Social Development and Human Security of
Thailand (TBC)

e Ms. Judy Wee, Vice President, Disabled People’s

Association, Singapore

e Ms. Pauline Kleinitz, Technical Officer for Disability
and Rehabilitation, World Health Organization,
Regional Office for the Western Pacific

Q4 - What specific measures should be taken to
promote  accessible environment for equal
opportunities for persons with disabilities (including
physical environment, information, communication
and technology and transport? What kind of policies
and programs may be implemented to ensure equal
opportunities for persons with disabilities (for
example, policy on education, employment and other

economic opportunities?

Q5 - What actions should be taken to improve the
quality and availability of disability data and
statistics that is vital to formulate disability-sensitive
development policies and programs at the national
level? How can we 1improve internationally

comparable disability data and statistics?

Q6 - What specific steps or actions should be taken to
strengthen the capacity of all stakeholders to upgrade
knowledge, develop expertise and skills to promote
disability inclusion in development policies and

programmes?

Discussion



15:15-15:30 hrs.

15:30-17:15 hrs.

17:15-18:00 hrs.

Refreshment break

Panel 3: Roles of CSOs, development agencies and the private
sector in promoting the disability-inclusive development

(covering the guiding questions no. 8 and 9)

Co-facilitators:

ESCAP

Ms. Samantha French, Advocacy Projects Manager, People
with Disability Australia

Panelists:

e Ms. Lyazzat Kaltayeva, Chair, Central Asian
Disability Forum

e Ms. Yusdiana, Disability Rights Adviser, AGENDA

e Representative from South Asia (TBC)

e Representative from the private sector (TBC)

Q8 - What are the roles of the relevant stakeholders
(a. civil society including organizations of persons
with  disabilities and other NGOs; and b.
international organizations; c¢. development agencies

and d. academic institution)?

Q9 - What specific role could the private sector
assume in order to promote the goal of

disability-inclusive society?
Discussion
Discussion and any additional suggestions to the draft
outcome document (covering the guiding questions no. 7 and

10)

Co-facilitators: Thailand and ESCAP




Q7 - What other elements should be addressed in the
outcome document of the High-Level Meeting
particularly in view of the emerging post-2015

development agenda?

Q10 - Please provide any additional suggestions or
recommendations you may have for the High-Level

Meeting.

18:15-20:00 hrs. Buffet reception and cultural programme hosted by the Royal
Thai Government
(Venue: Reception Hall, UNCC)

Thursday, 16 May 2013
10:00-11:30 hrs. 7. Review of the draft Outcome Document

Co-facilitators: Thailand and ESCAP

11:30-12:00 hrs. Refreshment break

12:00-12:45 hrs. 8. Closing session

Adoption of the report of the Regional

Consultation, including the outcome document.

Closing remarks by:

e Representative of ESCAP

e Representative of the Royal Thai Government

12:45-14:00 hrs. Lunch hosted by the Royal Thai Government
(Venue: Reception Hall, UNCC)
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Awareness Raising and Building Support Structure:
6 November 2013
A Pre-Conference Meeting for the 10th Helen Keller World Conference and WFDb 4th
Assembly (Tentative Program)

7:00-8:30 Registration

8:30-9:30 Opening Activities
Welcome - CRZ
Opening Remarks - TBD

9:30-12:00 Life As DB — DB ordinary living or how a DB does with his life (work,
education, relationships)

India - Pradip S. (Perkins)

Japan - JDBA

Europe- WFDb

Philippines — TBD

Discussion and Open Forum (last 30 min.)

12:00-13:00 Lunch

13:00-14:30 Technology — assistive devices, new technology that may be used by DB and
help him communicate, participate in society, and live his life

Resource persons from:

Perkins

Japan

WFDb

DB Interpreters

Discussion and Open Forum (last 30 min.)

14:30-16:30 Resources - where can people go to make thing happen for DB, what

resources may be available



Perkins/RBI/DepEd training for teachers/administrators (Randy, Ms. Olores)
NCDA- overview of services/programs being provided (Matt/Zaldy)

PSD — DB educational program (Dr. Capulong)

DPOs- support/assistance to DB and families (AKAP, PAVIC, DBSP)

Discussion and Open Forum (last 30 min.)

16:30-17:00 Closing remarks — rights and challenges Lauro Purcil
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Preliminary Schedule for the Helen Keller conference and WFDb
GA

Wednesday 6th

19:00 - Welcome reception

Thursday 7th
Seminary day for plenary lectures. Ballroom

09:00-10:00 Opening ceremony.
Speakers from WFDb, Deaf Blind Support Philippines
Inc,NCDA, Mayor Agnes Tolentino - Mayor of Tagaytay and
other official persons from the Philippines

10:00-10:30 Snacks

10:30-11:10 P1 1. Convention of the Rights of Persons with disabilities.
Ms. Kicki Nordstrom, Sweden

11:20-12:00 P1 2. The latest situation on accessibility and inclusion for
people with deafblindness in Japan.
Mpr. Satoshi Fukushima and other members from JDBA,

Japan
12:00-14:00 Lunch

14:00-14:40 Pl 3. To be young and live with deafblindess in Sweden and
Japan.
Ms. Amanda Lindberg, Ms. Teresia Linberg, Mr. Dennis
Lindell, Sweden
Ms. Miyuki Ara, Japan

14:50-15:30 Pl 4 - Life situation of PWD in development countries.

Ms. Sonnia Margarita Villacres, Fcuador

15:30-16:00 Snacks



16:00-16:40

16:45-17:15

Friday 8th

P1 5. Deafblind culture and deafblindhood.
Mr. Pontus Degsell, Sweden

P1 6. Information from EDBU, Abilis and other

Plenary lecture in Ballroom

09:00-09:40

09:40-10:00
10:00-10:30

10:30-11°10

11:20-12:00

12:00-14:00
14:00-14:40

14:50-15:30

Pl 7. Disaster and people with deafblindness - experiencies
from Japan
Ms. Akiko Fukuda - Japan

Information for the activities during the day.
Snacks

Workshops in Ballroom and Breakout-room

Workshop 1 and 2

Ballroom 2:Ws 1. Social haptic communication - an important
complement to signed and spoken language

Ms. Linda Eriksson - Sweden

B-out room:Ws 2. Deafblind woman: my experiences

Ms. Miriam Torres, Venezuela

Workshop 3 and 4

Ballroom:Ws 3. Overcoming the Barriers of Deafblind
Advocacy Deafblind Victorians, Australia

B-out room:Ws 4. Analysis and implementation of models
for training interpreters-guides to work with persons with
deafblindness to enhance their social inclusion.

Mr. Dimitar Parapanov, Bulgaria

Lunch

Workshop 5 and 6

Ballroom: Ws 5. Accessibility and inclusion in education

Mr. Abdul Motaleb, Bangladesh

B-out room:Ws 6. Brasilian Deafblind person at the
university:an experiencial story.

Mr. Abdel Azziz Moussa Hassan Daoud, Brazil

Workshop 7 and 8



Ballroom:Ws 7. Sports as way for social inclusion of the
Deafblind

Mr. Dimitar Parapanov, Bulgaria

B-out room:Ws 8. Empowerment, participation and
contribution by persons with Deafblindness

Ms. Linda Eriksson, Sweden

15:30-16:00 Snacks

16:00-16:40 Workshop 9 and 10
Ballroom:Ws. 9. Reaction from feviado vzw on the press
releases about the euthanasia of two persons with
Deafblindness on December 14 2012
Mr. Leo Cleyman, Belgium
B-out room:Accessibility to modern technology
Mr. Anindya "Bapin" Bhattacharyya, USA

16:40-17:00 Information

Saturday 9th

Day with excursions. Costs is included in the registration fee

Sunday 10th WFDb GA
08:30-10:00 Meeting for AFDB, EDBU and FLASC boards and Asians
group
10:00-10:30 Snacks
10:30-12:00 Meeting for AFDB, EDBU and FLASC boards Asians group
12:00-14:00 Lunch
14:00-15:30 Meeting session
15:30-16:00 Snacks
16:00-17:00 Meeting session

Monday 11th
WFDb GA



09:00-10:00 Meeting session

10:00-10:30 Snacks

10:30-12:00 Meeting session,

12:00-14:00 Lunch

14:00-15:30 Meeting session, closing of the GA
15:30-16:00 Snacks

16:00-17:00 Meeting for the new elected board
19:00 — Gala dinner

Conference theme

"Accessibility and inclusion for people with deafblindness in everyday life -
CRPD for everyone everywhere"
Plenary sessions and workshops will cover the following themes:

e Accessibility and inclusion in education

e Accessibility and inclusion in technology

e Accessibility and inclusion in work

e Accessibility and inclusion in organizational work and meaningful

leisure activities

These are only proposals and open for additional subthemes.
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United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP) HP
ESCAP(2013), “Asia-Pacific Governments adopt the "Bangkok
Consensus" for the General Assembly High-level Meeting on Disability
and Development,”
http://www.unescapsdd.org/news/asia-pacific-governments-adopt-bangko
k-consensus-general-assembly-high-level-meeting-disability (727 & X :

201442 H 7 H)
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